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Greetings Charger Families,

It is a new school year and I want to be one  
 of the first to say "Welcome" or "Welcome
Back" to my powerful, impactful and
electrifying Charger OCVS Family! I hope you
all had an opportunity to enjoy yourselves
over the summer doing whatever it is that you
love to do, and that you are revived and
ready to go!

This year promises to be full of excitement
and chances to grow, learn new things, and
meet new people. Our theme for the year      
 is "Moving Mountains to Master Mindset"    
 so take a moment as we start on this year's
journey and ask yourself, what is MY
mindset? Be intentional to be positive and
optimistic this year. Decide to have a growth
mindset, and choose to give it your all and
make a difference. 

A wise person once said your attitude
determines your altitude. How high do
YOU want to go? I look forward to
engaging with each of you throughout
the year, and I know together there is
nothing we can't do. 

Therefore, WELCOME to the 2022-2023
school year my mountain-moving

Chargers. Let's make it a great year as
we master mindsets!

Charge On!

CHARGERCHARGER
CONNECTIONCONNECTION

Mrs. Brandi Gurley

"Moving Mountains to Master Mindsets"
www.ocvs.ocps.net
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TECHNOLOGY

TECHNOLOGY

DEVICE CHECKOUT: Device distribution
for verified full-time OCVS students is
as follows:

Hours are 8:00 am to 11:00 am and 12:00
pm to 3:00 pm

CLOSED FOR LUNCH FROM 11 AM TO 12 PM

Students: Do You Know How to Check Your OCPS Email??
Everyone should be checking their OCPS email for updates
about testing and other important information. Click on
the link to watch a “How To” video for help.

https://ocps.instructuremedia.com/embed/9ef5e84a-
db1f-45f3-ad53-219ae7af387b 

**Verified OCVS students are students who are continuing 
 full-time OCVS students or new full-time students who are
enrolled in Skyward as full-time students.

Only adults with government-issued IDs on the student’s
contact list may pick up devices for the student. Students in
grades 6-12 will be resetting a password and it is strongly
suggested to have the student pick up the device as the
password and process should be familiar to the student. 

Donna Dalton
Assistant Principal
donna.dalton@ocps.net  

Phillip Sardin
Technology Support
Representative
phillip.sardin@ocps.net

Please visit
https://ocvs.ocps.net/media_center for
information regarding devices. 

https://ocps.instructuremedia.com/embed/9ef5e84a-db1f-45f3-ad53-219ae7af387b
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GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

GUIDANCE DEPARTMENT

Matthew Ireland
Grades K-5 Alpha A-L  
Matthew.Ireland@ocps.net
407-502-3585 

Katherine Ballard
Grades K-5 Alpha M-Z 
Katherine.Ballard@ocps.net 
407-391-5896

Heather Alexander
Grades 6-8 Alpha A-L 
Heather.Coleman@ocps.net
321-306-6585

Jane Mills
Grades 6-8 Alpha M-Z 
Jane.Mills@ocps.net
407-553-2106

Pamela Thompson
Grades 9-12 Alpha M-Rn
Pamela.Thompson@ocps.net

Selina Wells Harris
Grades 9-12 Alpha Ro-Z 
Selina.WellsHarris@ocps.net

We would like to welcome you to the 2022-2023
school year. Should you need help with signing
up for your courses, please do not hesitate to
contact us. We are here for you! 

Elementary & Middle SchoolElementary & Middle School
Guidance TeamGuidance Team

Heather Alexander
School Counselor 

6-8 Last Names A-L
Heather.Coleman@ocps.net

321-306-6585
 

 
Katie Ballard

 School Counselor 
K-5 Last Names M-Z

Katherine.Ballard@ocps.net
407-391-5896

 

Matt Ireland
School Counselor 

K-5 Last Names A-L
Matthew.Ireland@ocps.net 

407-502-3585
 

Jane Mills
School Counselor 

6-8 Last Names M-Z
Jane.Mills@ocps.net

407-553-2106
 

Kecia Croom
Grades 9-12 Alpha A-D 
Kecia.Croom@ocps.net

Edwige Stephens
Grades 9-12 Alpha E-L 
Edwige.Boireau@ocps.net

High School GuidanceHigh School Guidance
Welcome back! Be sure to join YOUR
class Remind group to receive
updates and announcements.

Also, please be mindful of your grace
period. Once the grace period has
expired, there will be NO MORE
schedule changes.

Kecia Croom
Grades 9-12 Alpha A-D 
Kecia.Croom@ocps.net

Edwige Stephens
Grades 9-12 Alpha E-L 

Edwige.Boireau@ocps.net

Pamela Thompson
Grades 9-12 Alpha M-Rn

Pamela.Thompson@ocps.net

Selina Wells Harris
Grades 9-12 Alpha Ro-Z 

Selina.WellsHarris@ocps.net
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ESE DEPARTMENT

ESE DEPARTMENT

Jamie Tice, Staffing Specialist,
ESE K - 6 and Gifted K - 12  
jamie.tice@ocps.net   
321-306-6510
 
Carrie Kroeplin, Staffing
Specialist, ESE 7-12
carolyn.voll@ocps.net
407-588-9232

Sally Rivera , ESE Support 9-12 
sally.rivera@ocps.net
(321) 306-6394

Ismary Guzman Cano, ESE Support K - 5 
ismary.guzmancano@ocps.net
321-306-6396

Penny Epifano, Learning Strategies 6-12 
penelope.epifano@ocps.net
321-326-5341

Bebe Schlechte ESE Support 6-8  
mary.schlechte@ocps.net 
321-248-5122

Kathleen Jackson Gifted K - 5 and 9 - 12
kathleen.jackson@ocps.net
407- 439-0299

Stephanie Leisher Gifted 6 - 8
stephanie.leisher@ocps.net
321- 236-8124

Welcome Back OCVS Chargers! The ESE team is excited about the 2022-
2023 school year, and we look forward to working with you! Here are our
team members and roles for the 22-23 school year.   We will have LIVE ESE
Schedules in the next edition of the Charger Connection.   Please reach out
to our team if you have any questions throughout the year. 

Jamie Tice
Staffing Specialist

Elementary
Gifted Services K-12

Carrie Kroeplin
Staffing Specialist

Secondary

Sally Rivera
ESE Support 9-12

Ismary Guzman Cano
ESE Support K-5

Penny Epifano
Learning Strategies

6-12

Bebe Schlechte
ESE Support 6-8

Kathleen Jackson
Gifted Support 

K-5, 9-12

Stephanie Leisher
Gifted Support

6-8
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ESOL DEPARTMENT

ESOL DEPARTMENT

The OCVS ELL Team is excited to begin a new school year! We have resources
available to students such as; anchor charts, word-to-word translating
dictionaries, and books. Pick-up and sign-up and dates will be announced soon.
As in years past, Ms. Cruz and Mrs. Davitt will offer Study Hall to students.         
 Mrs. Davila is working with Edgenuity and IMPACT to insure the success of ELL
students in these courses. Please contact the appropriate team member below
with any questions.

Meet the OCVS ELL Team

Ms. Madeline Cruz, K-5 
Imagine Learning Contact
Madeline.Cruz@ocps.net
Late Night: Tuesday
321-306-6399

Mrs. Maria Davila, 7006 
ELL Edgenuity Support
Maria.DavilaMadera@ocps.net
Late Night: Thursday
321-306-6557

Mrs. Diane Davitt, 6-12
Study Hall COntact K-12
Diane.Davitt@ocps.net
Late Night: Monday
407-990-1863
(Portguese)

Mrs. Ana B. Ramos
Compliance Specialist
Ana.Ramos@ocps.net
Late Night: Wednesday
On Campus: M/W/TH
407-801-4776

Ms. Madeline Cruz Mrs. Maria Davila Mrs. Diane Davitt Mrs.  Ana Ramos

OCPS Multilingual Services

¡El equipo de OCVS ELL está emocionado de comenzar un nuevo año escolar! Tenemos
recursos disponibles para los estudiantes como; gráficos de anclaje, diccionarios de traducción
de palabra a palabra y libros. La inscripción y las fechas de recogida se anunciarán pronto.
Como en años anteriores, la Sra. Cruz y la Sra. Davitt ofrecerán Study Hall a los estudiantes. La
Sra. Dávila está trabajando con Edgenuity e IMPACT para asegurar el éxito de los estudiantes de
ELL en estos cursos. Póngase en contacto con el miembro del equipo apropiado a continuación
si tiene alguna pregunta.

Ekip OCVS ELL la eksite yo kòmanse yon nouvo ane lekòl! Nou gen
resous ki disponib pou elèv yo tankou; tablo lank, mo-a-mo tradui
diksyonè tradui, ak liv. Ranmase-up ak dat yo pral anonse byento.
Kòm nan ane ki sòt pase yo, Madam Cruz ak Madam Davit pral ofri Etid
Hall pou elèv yo. Msye Davila ap travay ak Edgenuity ak ENPAK pou
asire siksè elèv ELL nan kou sa yo. Tanpri kontakte manm ekip ki
apwopriye ki anba a ak nenpòt kesyon.

https://www.ocps.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=54703&pageId=87962


LITERACY COMMITEE

Welcome back, Chargers! It’s another great start to a brand new
school year with OCVS! Keep a lookout here for updates about all the
exciting things that will be happening through the Literacy
Committee, including Book Fairs! We will also take time to learn
about, honor, and celebrate some of our most influential figures and
moments in our history! We look forward to another amazing year
with you!



COACHES CORNER

CONTENT COACHES

Greetings from the OCVS Reading Coaches/Interventionists! We are so excited to kick off another
chargerific school year with you all! We continue to work hard combing through data to ensure we do
everything in our power to best support the needs of our fantastic students! As the year progresses, we
will be providing some great tips and tricks when it comes to reading comprehension and strategies, so
be sure to check it out within each Charger Connection!  

Meanwhile, we are getting ready to begin our Fun Friday Book Bites Sessions, to which all are invited!
These sessions are wonderful opportunities to enjoy your favorite lunch or snack while reading for what
it’s truly meant to be - FUN! More information about Book Bites will be coming from your ELA teacher
soon. Within the invite, you will receive the live link to the grade-specific Reading Coach. Let’s bring the
magic back in reading! We hope to see you there!

ELAELA

Ms. Carol Gorbea-Lorenzo
Grades K-3
321-306-6563
carol.gorbea-lorenzo@ocps.net
Mrs. Marie Owens
Grades 4-8
321-236-8267
marie.owens@ocps.net

Mrs. Alexandra Sainte
Grades 9-12
407-801-4371
alexandra.sainte@ocps.net

MathMath
Greetings from the OCVS Math Coaches/Interventionists! In future issues of the Charger Connection, we
will share tips and tricks for improving your problem-solving skills.

Meanwhile, we are getting ready to begin our Fun Friday Math Game and Tutoring Sessions, to which all
are invited! These sessions are wonderful opportunities to enjoy your favorite lunch or snack while
having some FUN with Math and accomplishing your goals.

Mrs. Fresia Urdaneta
Grades K-4
321.307.9098
fresia.urdaneta@ocps.net

Mrs. Tabitha Lum
Grades 5-8
407.553.2265
TLum1@orange.flvs.net
Mrs. Celita Williams
Algebra 1 and EOC support
321.234.5693
celita.mitchell@ocps.net

Mrs. Jill Barnes
All HS Math except Algebra 1
321.236.4931
kimberly.barnes@ocps.net

Ms. Carol Gorbea-Lorenzo Mrs. Marie Owens Mrs. Alexandra Sainte

Mrs. Fresia Urdaneta Mrs. Tabitha Lum Mrs. Celita Williams Mrs. Jill Barnes
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        TESTING

COORDINATORS

Generic testing questions/another way to reach us: OCVSTesting@ocps.net

Heather Bielski
K-8th Coordinator
heather.bielski@ocps.net

Emily Pageau
9th-12th Coordinator
emily.pageau@ocps.net

The Testing Department has been working hard to ensure that you are provided
with all the information you will need in regard to district and state testing.
Please visit our OCVS Testing Canvas Page to access district and state testing
information. All students have access to this page through their Launchpad or
by clicking on the Testing Information image in the top left corner of their initial
announcement page when they open up a class (pictured below).

Some assessments can be completed from home while others require your
child to come on campus. This year, state testing completed on campus will be
at the OCVS campus, not your child’s home-zoned school. The OCVS Campus is
located at 4000 Silver Star Road, Orlando, FL 32808.

We look forward to working with you this year to ensure a smooth testing
experience!

You can contact us any time if you have any testing questions. We are here to
help!

Emily Pageau
9th-12th Coordinator

emily.pageau@ocps.net

Heather Bielski

K-8th Coordinator

heather.bielski@ocps.net



CLUBS

Spotlight  Elementary Spotlight  Middle Spotlight High

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

We are looking forward to spotlighting our students and their success
throughout the school year. This helps us to build a sense of community
amongst our students, staff, and parents. Look out for our first spotlight of the
2022-23 school year in the next issue!

The International Club at OCVS provides an opportunity to promote the
language and culture of different countries while providing an atmosphere for
club members to broaden their knowledge. The club is open to students in 
Grades 6 - 12 who would like to learn about other cultures! Club meetings will be
held virtually via Teams on the first Tuesday of the month from 2:00 p.m. - 3:00
p.m.   Sign Up Here

At Orange County Virtual School, membership in the National Junior Honor
Society is invitation-only It recognizes excellence for our middle grades
students. Are you interested in joining our chapter? The first step is making sure
you are qualified. CLICK HERE to learn more and add your name to the interest
list for this school year. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcIU0N52HMoE8hYCfb9Z9A_m0NUFlwUaU6R0f4yPpXFHDr-w/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-bjzT5BCx24gki7uqf7IZH-8sy5Ga3ec/view?usp=sharing


S.A.C.

The School Advisory Council (SAC) is a school-based team represented by parents,
teachers, administrators, support staff, and community members who share the

responsibility of guiding the school towards continuous improvement.
 

If you are interested in joining SAC, please contact Manal Sohel at manal.sohel@ocps.net.
More information regarding our first meeting is coming soon!

The School Advisory Council (SAC) will be meeting to evaluate our
School Improvement Plan for the 2022-2023 school year.                      

Stay tuned for more information. 

PARTNERS IN ED.
Build relationships between businesses/ organizations and schools that enhance student

learning and provide students with even more opportunities for success.
 

Own a business that would benefit from supporting OCVS?
 Sign up here:

https://ocps.samaritan.com/custom/503/volunteer_home
Or Contact Laynie.Foskett@ocps.net and Megan.Tousignant@ocps.net 

 

Thank you to the following sponsors for supporting OCVS!
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UPCOMING EVENTS

We would like to say congratulations
to our very own math teacher
Michelle Lyon!   Mrs. Lyon is one of the
recipients of the 2022 Norweigian
Cruise Line Giving Joy Contest.      
 Mrs. Lyon will be able to enjoy a nice
cruise courtesy of Norwegian Cruise. 
 In addition to the cruise, she is eligible
to win up to $25,000 for our school!
Mrs. Lyon will attend a ceremony
during the cruise where the winner will
be announced. For more information
visit www.nclgivingjoy.com Let’s cheer
Mrs. Lyon on!! 😊 

SAFE Space
Welcome Back Chargers! My name is
Jenna Faber and it’s my honor to serve
as your SAFE Coordinator. “SAFE” is an
acronym that stands for “Student
Assistance and Family Empowerment”
but you can just think of it as exactly what
it sounds like…I’m a safe place students
can turn to when they want to talk to
someone about how they’re feeling or
what they’re experiencing, focusing on
things that may be negatively impacting
their mental and emotional wellbeing.   To
schedule an appointment with me,
students can click on the pinwheel icon
located on their teachers’ announcement
pages which will lead them to my SAFE
Space. From there, they can click on my
Calendly scheduler to select a date and
time for an appointment. Or, feel free to
email me at Jenna.Faber@ocps.net. I am
here to be someone you can count on.
Don’t ever hesitate to reach out!

Please note, that in an emergency, please
call 911. Or, for immediate mental health
support, call 211 and press 1 for the Crisis
Help Line or call the Mobil Crisis Team
directly at 407-839-HELP (4357). 

http://www.nclgivingjoy.com/

